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first took me to see Miss Jekyll, was present at many of
these milvers' conclaves, of which he was often a provoca-
tive, but always an invaluable member. His accurate
and expert knowledge of many subjects, of music, of
typography, of metre, and other matters, was indeed
extraordinary; if you had a special interest, you were
apt to find that he knew more about it than you did, and
he didn't in the least mind making you aware of his
superior knowledge. He had, however, not only know-
ledge, but something which is much rarer, a sense of
quality, a taste for perfection. The tribe of those with a
taste that way is a scanty one, since most people, though
they like perfection well enough, and are often quite
enthusiastic about it when they are told that they ought
to be so, really prefer what is fashionable and therefore
second-rate. Their importances are what important
people think important; but for this sort of thing Britten
had no taste at all: he probably did not even know of its
existence. He was completely ignorant of the world of
fashion ; absolutely devoid of any ambition ; and when,
owing both to his seniority and his eminence of the world
of botany, the Trustees of the British Museum wished to
appoint him the head of his department, and the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury (who was one of the Trustees),
suggested that he should accept this important position,
he turned down the offer without hesitation. It must be
given, he told the Archbishop, to the next after him in
succession, to whom, as a married man with a family,
the larger salary would be welcome ; he himself was an
old bachelor, and his income was sufficient for his needs.
This refusal the Archbishop was said to have described
as an example of magnanimity such as he had never
before met with in all his long experience; but what I
think influenced Britten most of all was the thought of
the Top-hat such a position would compel him to wear
on ceremonial occasions. He'much preferred his old hat
and the freedom of his free and mocking tongue, and the